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When y ou'r e building a hotel
called The Iron Horse, selecting a
site just across a bridge from the
new Har ley-Davidson Museum ma y
seem like an obvious c hoice . But
Milwauk ee's Tim Dixon decided to
conver t a 1907 brick war ehouse
into a hotel two weeks bef or e the
museum's proposed address had
been r evealed. 

A 46-year-old car penter-turned-
developer , Dixon prefers to call
himself a ªr e-developer.º His goal
with pr evious pr ojects , and espe-
ciall y with The Iron Horse Hotel,
has been urban r enewal tha t
doesn't betray the spirit and his-
tory of the original neighborhood.
So the brick remains as do the
remarkab le heart-of-pine pillars
holding it all up. It's industrial c hic
but with an unlik ely twist.

This is Dixon's first hotel and the
first that gi ves a nod to w hat he
considers an untapped mar ket:
upscale motor cycle enthusiasts. 

ªI named it the Iron Horse be-
cause it is on the railroad trac ks.
But there's duality ther e. The
motorcyc le is the modern ir on
horse.º

And the duality goes beyond the
name. This is not a theme hotel
with vinta ge bikes on display and
ªBor n to Be Wildº on r epeat at the
lobb y bar. The hotel is looking to
perfor m a balancing act betw een
the typical upscale business and
leisur e travelers and r ecreational
motorcyclists . It's a strange h ybrid,
but one Dixon is certain he can
pull of f.

The hotel will ha ve everything
the typical business tra veler w ould
want: business services; wir eless
and LAN Internet; dual-line, cor d-
less speaker phones; and uni versal
connecti vity panels at b uilt-in
wor k spaces so a guest can connect
a laptop to the wall-mounted 42-
inc h LCD TV. 

Meeting space comes in an ex e-
cutiv e boardr oom and tandem
creativ e room, and the pr operty's
loca tion, minutes from do wntown
Milwauk ee and the Mid west Air-

lines Con vention Center, is ideal.
So what makes this a hotel f or

bik ers? It's in the details. ªI don't
want to be in your face about an y-
thing,º Dixon said.

One needs to look c losel y to see
the brake handles and transmis-
sion gears w ork ed into the design
of the lob by's four wr ought-iron
chandeliers . But Dixon knows tha t
someone coming in from a day on
the open road is going to see things
tha t the a verag e traveler w on't
even notice .

Dix on explained the tiled entry
to a carpeted guest room: ªWhen
you walk into the room as a b usi-
ness tra veler , you'r e going to a ppre-
cia te that you ha ve a bench there to
put your briefcase on and thr ee
hooks.

ªBut when a motor cyclist sees
this , he or she will know that har dy
surf ace and that bench is a boot
bench. They may be wet and dir ty,
and they won't want to contam-
ina te the room. They can sit on it
and take off their boots. And they'll
kno w that those hooks are for their
leather . A jac ket can weigh up to 50
pounds when wet. And you don't
want to hang it in a closet, because
it won't dry.º 

Other amenities will be mor e
obviousl y aimed at riders: a self-
serv e bike wash, a riding-accessory
shop, tool kits, free co ver ed parking
exclusivel y for motor cycles , long-
ter m bike stora ge (price to be de-
ter mined) and a guest pack a t
check-in that contains sunb lock
and lip balm. Room service can
serv e meals around the c lock or
prepar e a packed lunch for a
saddleba g. 

But because this is not simply a
seasonal biker esta blishment, it is
impor tant that the accommoda-
tions hit the marksÐall three of
them. For business tra velers , the
interiors are a ppropria te to the
industrial setting, with exposed
ductwor k, timbers and brick walls;
for the rider sensibility, there ar e
leather headboards and f abric
designs sug gestiv e of tattoo pa t-
ter ns; and for the luxury tra veler,
all rooms ha ve walk-in rain sho w-
ers separa ted from the quar ters
with frosted glass, r efrigerators
fitted for wine bottles, plus the
hotel offers spa services. 

Local Mil wauk ee artist Chuc k

Dwyer , however , steals the first
glance of a guest with his wall-
paper-cum-artwor k. Dwyer photo-
gra phed Mil wauk ee women in
vintag e clothing, enlarged the
shots , and painted them to cr eate
18 murals that are r epeated
thr oughout the 102 loft-style guest
rooms . 

Dining aims between comf ort
food and f lair , and mealsÐfr om
burg ers to steak and seaf oodÐcan
be taken in Smyth Restaurant, the
lobb y bar Branded or e ven in T he
Yar d, an outdoor terrace with a
vie w of the 6th Street V iaduct,
whic h has won national and local
design a wards . The Boiler R oom,
the hotel's ans wer to a pool, will be
completed in 2009. Located w here
the name sug gests, it will ha ve a
lounge-lik e sitting area around an
oversiz ed hot tub/chilling poolÐ
depending on the seasonÐbenea th
the original boiler pipes dripping
cycled pool wa ter. 

Dix on doesn't want his hotel to
be like any other. ªThe dif fer ence is
impor tant to the tra veler . Half the
time , you wake up and you don't
even know w hat city y ou'r e in.
We'r e trying to sell guests an expe-
rience .º 

Scheduled to open the first week of
September, the Iron Horse Hotel is at
500 W. Florida St., Milw auk ee. 888-
543-4766; www.theironhorsehotel
.com . Rates will r ang e from $179 to
$399 for rooms and $239-$459 for
suites.
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Mur als f eaturing Milw aukee women are used throughout the 1 02 lo ft-s tyle gue st r ooms.

A hotel that caters
to both the biker
and businessman
It's in the details at 
Milwaukee's Iron Horse

Mor e than 105 years of the
history of a le gend are on dis-
play at the new Har ley-Davidson
Museum in Mil waukee . You
don't need to be a rider to a ppre-
cia te this iconic iron horse and
its impact on American cultur e. 

Besides the expected exhibits
of classic bikes and the story of
their de velopment, displays visit
subjects ranging from Elvis and
ªEasy Riderº to Evel Knie vel
and interacti ve bike customiza-
tion. If y ou'v e ever thought a

Har ley was just a motor cycle,
you need to see this. ªHogº f ans
won't need con vincing.

Tick ets have entry times, and
buying them in ad vance online
(www.harley-davidson.com ) is
highl y recommended. Adult
tick ets are $16; childr en under
18 are $10. The museum is at 400
Canal St., Mil waukee , Wis.
Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. e very
day except until 8 p.m. W ednes-
days through October .

ÐK.R.
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The new Harle y-Davids on Museum in Milw aukee has both the e x-
pected and une xpected.

Harley history on display
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